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Preface 


Since the rise of Islam in the 7th century A.D., it soread mostly at 
the expense of Christian lands. The Christians in those conquered 
areas were weak and divided. The Arab conquerors called 
Christians and Jews “Dhimmis,” a term that means “protected.” 
This protection, however, did not mean that they were free in the 
expression of their faith. Severe restrictions were placed on them, 
such as paying the Jizya tax. 

It was my privilege to be a radio missionary of The Christian 
Reformed Church in North America, broadcasting the Gospel to 
the Arab world from June 1958 to June 1994. 


Following WWII, Arab countries having gained independence from 
British and French rule, conventional missions were no longer 
permitted, A new avenue for missions, broadcasting, and the 
transistor radio, came into existence. They were a gift from the 
Lord Jesus Christ to His Church. As Saint Paul wrote "But God's 


Word is not chained." (II Timothy 2:9b) _ _ 
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| would like to acknowledge my indebtedness to my late wife 
Shirley whose encouragement led to the initial production of this 
book. Both her placing of the material on the word-processor and 
her editorial help, were invaluable. 


Chapter 1: The Gospel According to Paul 


"Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set 
apart for the gospel of God." Romans 1:1 


The word “Christ” comes from the Greek New Testament and used 
for the Hebrew word “Messiah.” In Arabic, it is rendered “al- 
Massih; Jesus, is “Yaso’a.” In the Arabic Bible, our Lord is 

called “Yaso’a al-Massih.” In the Qur’an, Muhammad refers to our 
Lord as “Issa,” and considers him as a Prophet who during his 
ministry, foretold the coming of Muhammad! 

Christianity is a redemptive religion. When Jesus was born, 
angels announced: “Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11) 


In the Arabic version of the Letter to the Romans the word Injeel 
is used for the Gospel. Referring to the Plan of God for the 
redemption of man. It was accomplished through the Incarnation 
of the Son of God, his vicarious death, and his glorious 
resurrection. Paul calls the Injeel, the Good News of God. 

“The gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
Holy Scriptures regarding his Son.” Romans 1:2. 


Referring to Jesus Christ as God’s Son, is considered by Muslims 
as blasphemy. It is called Shirk, i.e., associating partners with 
God. The Qur'an states, "He begets not, nor was He 


begotten; 112:3”" kos bb by ol 


“Who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who 
through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the 
Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” 1:4. 


Paul's Testimony 


“lam not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God 
for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then 
for the Gentile." Romans 1:16 

There is a good reason for Paul’s writing “Il am not ashamed of the 
gospel.” The worldview of the Greco-Roman civilization was 
antagonistic to the message of Paul. Nowadays, we say that Paul 
did not adapt his message according to the dictates of political 
correctness. 


In Islam, the Injeel is a book that the Messiah received from 
Allah. In fact, the Gospel is not primarily a book. The Injeel is 
“the power of God for the salvation of everyone who 
believes.” It is a message of salvation and is found in the Old 
Testament as a Promise, and in the New Testament, where it is 
expounded throughout its 27 Books. 


The Righteousness of God 


“Now, brothers, | want to remind you of the gospel | preached to 
you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 
By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word, | 
preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what | 
received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, that he 
appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. Whether then, it was | 
or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.” 

| Corinthians 15: 1-5, 11 


“The Gospel is not just that Christ died, but that Christ died for 
our sins. In other words, it refers to the historical fact of the death 
of Christ and his resurrection, as well as to God’s interpretation of 
these events. People become righteous when they believe this 
Gospel.” 


According to Islam, man does not need a Savior, man is simply a 
weak and ignorant creature. What he needs is to know the will of 
Allah, and by doing it, he may please Allah. To put it in Christian 
terms, Muslims believe that the revelation of God’s will, is fully 


adequate to save man. Once a man knows the will of Allah, he has 
the power to conform to its requirements. In Islam man sins, 

but he is not sinful. Muslims are immunized against the Biblical 
doctrine of an indwelling sin in the descendants of Adam and Eve. 


The Place of the Law in Our Lives 

“You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on 
someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are 
condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the 
same things.” Romans 2:1 


In Chapter 2:12, the term “law” refers to the Law of Moses. 
Paul also uses “law” as the principle of right and wrong, written 
on the heart of man, created in the image and likeness of God. 


“All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, 
and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. For it is 
not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but 
it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 
(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature 
things required by the law, they area law for themselves, even 
though they do not have the law, since they show that the 
requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their 
consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now 
accusing, now even defending them.)” 

Romans 2:12-15 


Paul, having dealt with the role of the Law; he expounds 
the Gospel from Romans 3: 21 to the end of Chapter 8. 


“But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been 
made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.” Romans 
3:21 


It’s important to realise that the Injeel of the Qur’an, is 
not the Gospel of the Bible. 

The Gospel reconciles man with God, based on the redemption 
accomplished by the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross and His 
Resurrection on the third day. This is the Good News. It was 


present as a promise during the Old Testament times and was 
fulfilled in the New Testament times. 


“There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Jesus Christ.” 

Romans 3:23, 24. 


This is a revolutionary idea to the Muslim: that salvation is a gift 
from God and based on the death of Christ. Paul adds freely, to 
emphasize that the gift of salvation is not earned by works, but is 
a gift of God’s grace. 


“God presented him as a Sacrifice of atonement, through faith in 
his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished—he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present 
time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have 
faith in Jesus. Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what 
principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 
For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from 
observing the law. Is God the God of the Jews only? Is he not the 
God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, since there is only one 
God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the 
uncircumcised through that same faith. Do we, then, nullify the 
law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.” 
Romans 3:25-31 


The Example of Abraham as set forth, in Chapter 4. 


“What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered 
in this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about — but not before God. What does the 
Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God and it was credited to him 
as righteousness.’ Now when a man works, his wages are not 
credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. However, to the 
man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, 
his faith is credited as righteousness. David says the same thing 
when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God 


credits righteousness apart from the works: ‘Blessed are they 
whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against 
him’ Romans 4:1-8 


“The words ‘it was credited to him’ were written not for him alone, 
but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was 
delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 
justification.” Romans 
4:23-25 


Peace with God 

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 

Romans 5:1, 2 


Yes, we have peace with God, but not peace with the world, a 
term that sometimes refers to the organized opposition to 
God. 


“Not only so but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, 
because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, whom he has given us.” 

Romans 5:3-5 


Adam our Representative 


“Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was 
condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of 
righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just 
as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made 
sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many 
will be made righteous.” Romans 5: 18,19 


Humanity is not related to Jesus Christ in the way it’s 
related to Adam. People are related to Jesus Christ by 
grace through faith. While Adam represents all mankind! 


A Summary of the first part of Saint Paul’s Letter to the 
Romans: 


“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you» free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 
the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh 
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 

Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on 
the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's 

law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in 

fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 

have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 
you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit 
who dwells in you. 


“So then, brothers,= we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you 
will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God 

are sons« of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, 
then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 


For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For 
the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons 
of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 

but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know 

that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains 
of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in this hope, we were saved. Now hope that is seen, is 
not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 


Likewise, the Spirit helps us with our weakness. For we do not 
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who 
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will 
of God. And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good,: for those who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined 
he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 


What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 
be» against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 
who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died 
—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, for 
your sake we are being killed all the day long; We are regarded as 
sheep to be slaughtered. No, in all these things we are more 

than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am sure that 


neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8 ESV 


The exposition of the Gospel ends in chapter 8. In 
chapters 9 - 11, Paul dealt with the fall and ultimate 
salvation of the Jews. In chapters 12 - 16, is the 
application of the Gospel in the life of the believers. 


Soli Deo Gloria 


